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Leadership & Management
Response to the Coronavirus Pandemic
In light of the recent outbreak of Caronovirus, important measures have been put in place in an
attempt to limit it’s spread amongst the school community. In line with DfE and Local Authority
guidance and in consultation with staff and governors, a Coronovirus Business Continuity Plan
has been completed; generating the safeguarding actions which came in to effect immediately.
These included children congregating together in groups no larger than 30 ie. Classes to work
and move around the school as a individual units. This had implications for ‘worship time, lunch
times and playtimes. The actions introduced class worship times, class lunchtimes and split
playtimes / play areas.
After receiving notice from the Prime Minister of all school closures and for the urgent setting up
of childcare facilities for key workers, staff worked extremely hard to meet these demands in a
very tight time scale. Within hours of receiving these notices:
 Homework packs had been created for every child in the school
 A register of key workers requiring child care was created, a staffing timetable drawn up and
themed activities designed for each day of the week
 Teachers, working from home, created and disseminated amongst other staff plans to support
home learning
I am extremely grateful to the staff for the huge effort that went towards achieving so much in
such a short time.
This week, we were joined by 11 children on the first day of our childcare facility. We were
pleased to see the number of children attending fall rapidly as parents were able to arrange
alternative provision; mainly as a result of working from home or working split shifts. The key
message being sent out to all families has been that ‘home is by far the safest place for children’.
The childcare provision will continue to serve key workers who are not able to put in to place this
preferred provision. In the meantime, the thinking is ‘the fewer children using the provision, the
safer they and the staff in school are’.
Recruitment of the new Head Teacher
The recruitment of a new head teacher is underway. The process is extremely rigorous and
designed to involve a cross section of our stakeholders, with the opportunity for all of the children
and staff to have some contact with each of the candidates during Day 1. It is being supported by
a carefully selected panel of governors, our school improvement partner; Mrs Mary Hennessy-

Jones, also Mr Chris Penn who is the Chester Diocese Director of Education. The school has
purchased a ‘head teacher recruitment’ support package from the Local Authority Governance
Team.
However, due to the Coronavirus, the process has been paused until the school is back in full
operation. In the meantime, I am postponing my retirement and continuing my work at
Woodcocks’ Well.
School Development Plan update:
This term there has been some important and exciting work done in our development of the
curriculum:
English
In line with the identified key areas for development in the school development plan, the teaching
of phonics, spelling and the reading curriculum have been a priority whole school focus this term.

English Key Improvement Priority
1) To improve standards and attainment in spelling across all year groups
2) To encourage a love of reading across the year groups. To enhance comprehension skills.
3) To enhance vocabulary knowledge and usage to further encourage greater depth writers.
4) To ensure high quality phonics lessons are delivered daily to pre-school, reception, year
1 and year 2 children
Building on the ‘Read Write Inc’ whole staff training provided by Scholar Green Primary School and
then further disseminated in-house, led by Miss Booth, our attention this term turned to monitoring
the implementation of the RWI scheme and developing the reading curriculum.
‘Learning walks’ carried out by myself and Miss Booth have been very encouraging. The children
and all of the teaching staff (including teaching assistants) are following a daily timetable of teaching
the RWI units. This has enabled us to organise the children into small groups, according to their
phonic/spelling developmental stage, and deliver focussed lessons. The RWI teaching materials
have been very well received by the staff and children who enjoy the rhymes, games and videos
accompanying the scheme. Assessments this term will evidence the effectiveness of the programme
of study. We are very grateful to Scholar Green PS for their support in implementing RWI.
Our involvement in the Local Authority support package known as ‘Maintained Schools Improvement
Programme’ MSIP, has enabled us to approach the development of the reading curriculum in a
focussed, systematic way i.e. undertaking a ‘reading deep dive exercise’ and reading book audit,
carrying out a staff ‘teaching of phonics skills’ questionnaire, reviewing the reading environments set
up in each of the classrooms and further developing our library facilities / resources. These
exercises have identified next steps i.e. training needs, gaps in reading book resources including the
purchase of new books and construction of book cases.
Below is a synopsis of the work undertaken to date, outlined by Miss Booth. As you will find, when
you read the account, there has been some wonderful work going on in school with exciting

developments to improve and deliver our reading curriculum. I would like to say a special thank you
to all of the staff who are fully on board with this, namely: Miss Booth whose involvement in school
development shines through, Mrs McKie who has worked hard in school time and in her own time to
create the phonic curriculum, Mr Kirkham for building the book cases in the library and classrooms,
Mrs Stoker for creating a library system to be proud of and all of the staff for the extra work they
have put in to implementing RWI and being fully involved in all aspects of this project, including
dressing up on World Book Day.
This has been a very busy term in regard to our English curriculum and the development of
this. Mrs Massen and I attended a very good course with Gareth Davies (Literacy Counts) in
early January which focused on the reading curriculum within schools, the expectations of
OFSTED and next steps. We came away from this course with many ideas and a long to do list
and really hit the ground running.
During a number of twilights, we have worked with staff to complete book audits across the
school, including our book band schemes, books the children read for pleasure and non-fiction
books. This has enabled us to see where our gaps are and we are looking forward to ordering a
number of new books to ensure each classroom have what they need in order to both ensure
children make good progress in their reading fluency and comprehension and also to fill their
love for reading.
Part of this process was also to focus on early reading and phonics. With this in mind we have
revisited the RWI phonics scheme that EYFS and KS1 are following and have made some
additional changes to this so that it is now fully in line with our reading books in school, which
follow the Letter and Sounds order of learning. This has been fed out to all staff who teach
phonics, along with the new planning and assessment format which has been put together.
Alongside this, we have created a phonics progression document, which has allowed us to be
realistic in where children should be working at in their phonic knowledge and recall and
different times in the term.
Over the course of the Spring term, Mrs Massen and I have also carried out phonics and
spelling learning walks, which has allowed us to also complete a ‘Deep Dive’ into early reading as
part of one of our twilights. We have been able to identify a number of actions from here too,
which include planning parent reading workshops and creating a long term guided reading plan
for all year groups.
We have also made some big changes to our library this term. Mr Kirkham has built some
amazing bespoke shelving, which now house all of our fiction, non-fiction and poetry books. Mrs
Stoker has been working very hard to categorise these books so that our library is ready for
the children to use and enjoy. We have also created a book list of books we feel we are
missing. As part of this, we also completed a ‘reading environment’ learning walk across each
classroom and we were very pleased to see that a love of reading is clear across this school.
However, there were of course actions, mainly in the means of how we can make books more
accessible to the children in each classroom, which are already being put into place.
I must also comment on our World Book Week, which was
very busy indeed. On Wednesday 3rd March, we invited
Rachael Lindsay, a local author into school. Rachael led an

assembly for the whole school where she was able to introduce some of the wonderful
characters from her books. The children from Olive to Oak class also took part in a writing
workshop with Rachael where they got to delve a little deeper into some of her books.
World Book Day was, as always, a huge hit in our school. The children came to school dressed
as their favourite book characters and bought along their favourite books to share with their
friends too. We had also run a ‘Book in a Jar’ competition for the children, where they had
been asked to use props and drawings in a jar to show off a favourite book of theirs. The
entries we had were just unbelievable and the judging was very difficult. We announced our
winners in assembly and they were very pleased with their book vouchers – we can’t wait to see
the books they choose to buy! Throughout the day, the children also completed lots of brilliant
activities in their classes focusing on different books, including: ‘The Boy at the Back of the
Class’, ‘Winnie the Pooh’ and ‘Grimm Fairy Tales’. What a great day!

Religious Education
Mrs Edwards coordinates Religious Education, supported by myself and Mrs McKie. I am very
grateful, also, to Mrs Winterton who has played a key part in shaping our ‘Fruit of the Spirit’
school ethos through the delivery of Key Stage 2 Bible Studies, creation of visual resources i.e.
displays and scrutiny of and assistance in writing policy documents incorporating our
distinctiveness as a church school.

RE

Key Improvement Priority
1) To ensure that the distinctiveness of a church school is evident to visitors, staff and
children
2) To embed new units of work in line with Chester Diocese guidelines and use the new
assessment tools
3) To have a rigorous assessment system in place to successfully track pupil progress.
4) To deepen children’s understanding and experience of collective worship by:
 Promoting the school ethos through Acts of Worship




Giving ownership to the children to lead acts of collective worship
Promoting a resilient and positive attitude

Religious Education Spring Update by Mrs Edwards
This term, A Edwards and J McKie have started to edit some policies to incorporate the new SRE
guidance which is to be implemented in September. This is being done with the help of Ruth
Winterton to ensure that the policies had relevant references to our ethos. The children have been
learning about the ‘Fruits of the Spirit’ in their Thursday acts of worship with Ruth Winterton. They
have been focusing on a different value each week and the children have also been discussing
these values in HeartSmart worship sessions.
It has been decided that the school website needs updating to incorporate an RE and collective
worship information page. This will allow future inspectors to access relevant materials easily. A
Edwards will be completing this task with the help of J Massen, J McKie and Ruth Winterton.
A Edwards suggested creating a school prayer for the children which incorporates the fruits of the
spirit values and the ethos ‘In our school there is a world of wonder’. The hope is that the prayer will
be shared collectively following acts of worship. This will make the children more familiar with our
ethos and values and should help the children to appreciate the importance of worship time. It has
been suggested that a mural be created for the school prayer so that it can be displayed at all times.
This should also aid us in making our vision evident to visitors.
The teaching of Understanding Christianity is now embedded in RE lessons and teachers are using
the resources well. The assessment grids follow the Chester Diocese guidelines and an assessment
update has been discussed. A Edwards has spoken to the class teachers and it has become evident
that as the Chester Diocese plans are quite lengthy, there has not been a sufficient amount of time
to cover all of the material. A Edwards has suggested that we have an RE week in the Summer
Term to cover any units that require more teaching. This should ensure that the children cover the
material in enough depth.
The ethos group have been leading Acts of Worship with 2 members
of the group promoting healthy eating during Monday worship, each
week. The ethos group children have enjoyed doing this and the rest
of the school have been listening attentively to their peers, learning
some interesting facts! A display of the children’s work is serving to
further remind and inform the pupils about healthy eating options
during lunchtimes.
SIAMS preparation is well underway and A Edwards is working
alongside J Massen, J McKie and Ruth Winterton to ensure that we
are well prepared. J McKie and Ruth Winterton
attended SIAMS Governor training before February
half term and are feeding back the information to A
Edwards and J Massen. A Edwards will be attending
training in April which looks at incorporating P4C
(Philosophy for Children) into RE lessons. A Edwards
will also be attending SIAMS training in June. These
training sessions should hopefully give some good

ideas to feedback to class teachers to prepare us for the upcoming SIAMS inspection, anticipated in
2021.
The RE Cluster meetings have been very useful and have
provided A Edwards with some fantastic resources. During the
last meeting, there was a focus on using Drama to enhance
teaching in RE. The Year 2 and 3 children have been testing out
some of these Drama ideas to see if it has helped them to
remember the Parable of the Lost Coin and the story of
Zacchaeus the Tax Collector. The children thoroughly enjoyed the
‘phone call conversations’ activity and it was fascinating to listen
to their interpretations. The use of a ‘phone call’ encouraged the
children to ask deeper questions and clearly showed which
children had a thorough understanding of what they had learned.
Developing our Roles as Subject Coordinators:
The MSIP has started to roll out CPD to develop staff roles as coordinators, in light of the revised
OFSTED Inspection framework. Recently, Mrs Massen attended the first training day looking at
‘what makes effective subject leadership; the approach to curriculum intent in any foundation subject
and deep dives.
The MSIP training days provide gap tasks in between them which ensures that schools stay on task
in developing the 2 areas chosen by head teachers involved in the programme; reading and subject
coordination. An update on the development of the latter area will be provided in the Summer Term.

Other Curriculum Areas:

Art
Mrs Rowley is doing an excellent job creating
units of work in art and delivering lessons in
Willow, Maple and Oak Classes. I have been
delighted with the quality of art produced by the
children, some of which adorns the corridor walls
in the main building. It was our intention to set up
an exhibition of the children’s latest artwork for
parents, however, with the outbreak of the
Coronovirus, this will not be taking place. Below
is an account of the current art topics, written by
Mrs Rowley:
Throughout this term the children in Olive, Willow
and Oak class are continuing to enjoy an
afternoon of art once a week during their
teacher’s PPA time.
Willow Class have been studying the work of
Vincent Van Gogh and so this was the main focus of their art lessons. We have been looking at Van
Gogh’s use of lines to create movement in his paintings. Also the shade and tone of colour to create

mood. Over several weeks the children created beautiful pieces of art showing the many skills and
techniques they had learnt. They have created watercolour paintings of sunflowers as well as oil
pastel and Brusho representations of Van Gogh’s ‘Starry Night’ painting.
Maple class have been looking at the Tudors this term and have created watercolour paintings of
the Tudor royal family. The children studied copies of original paintings to attempt to closely recreate
the intricate costumes. They have also designed their own coat of arms by using colours and
symbols which represent themselves. Finally they will be creating Tudor roses from clay, which they
will paint and attach brooch pins to. These will be given to their Mums as a gift for Mothering
Sunday.
Oak Class have been studying the Ancient Greeks. With this in mind they have designed and made
their own scratch art Greek urns. They have also been watching archaeological discoveries of
Ancient Greek mosaics on the internet. This has inspired us to create a whole class mosaic of,
‘Medusa’s Head.’ This piece shows a great deal of co-operation and team work by the children. On a
personal note it was really moving to watch normally quite reluctant children being encouraged to ‘do
their bit’ and praised for their efforts.
As a school we will be again entering the Congleton Rotary Club art competition. This year the
theme is, ‘Planet Earth.’ We hope to spend the rest of the term focusing on this and allowing as
many children to enter as possible.

Physical Education + Learning Outside the Classroom
The outdoor running track and Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 climbing frames have now been
installed. The intent of these resources was to extend the opportunities for children to climb,
balance and engage in running activities during play times. The impact has brought many
additional benefits:
All children make good use of the additional play space resulting in the clearing of a large
area of weeds
The additional resources have promoted creative play and new playground games
Younger children have been observed to build bug hotels etc using twigs and leaves in the
new play space
Next Steps:
To renovate the outdoor pond
To purchase, using PTFA funds, a garden shed, greenhouse, planters etc
To create a learning ‘outside the classroom’ curriculum which makes good use of the outdoor
provision i.e. Forest Schools shelter, woodland, pond, gardening resources etc
PE Update by Miss Booth
This term, teachers have been teaching a range of different units, including gymnastics, netball and
hockey. Despite the cold weather we have also been able to make the most of our outside areas
too.
Our football team, has participated in a number of different events this term too. They have taken
part in a league night at Congleton High School against other Congleton schools where they played
against Buglawton and Marlfields. Whilst they didn’t walk away victorious they played extremely well.
Ashley scored a phenomenal goal against Marlfields and our goal keeper, Sadie, as usual made

some exceptional goals! The children also enjoyed an inter-school match where our two clubs had
the opportunity to play against each other.
Coming up, we have another inter-school match to look forward to, The Brilliant Advice Year 3 and 4
football cup and The Vale Cup taking place at Eaton Bank Academy in May. A busy season for our
football team!
A selection of children from year 3 and 4 also enjoyed taking
part in a Sportshall Athletics event at Congleton High last
month. The children had a great time competing against five
other Congleton schools in running, jumping and throwing
events. A huge well done to all of the children who took part!
Some of our year 1 and 2 children are looking forward to
taking part in a similar event next during March.

SEN update by Mrs Thwaites
The main development within SEND provision has been Mrs McKie’s work towards her Emotional
Learning Support Assistant (ELSA) qualification. This will allow Mrs McKie to work with children who
we recognise as needing early intervention regarding their Social, Emotional and Mental Health.
Using this experience, Mrs McKie is now able to plan sessions that include: bereavement support,
emotional literacy training, friendship development, support managing feelings and self-esteem
building. The children that have access to this support have made excellent progress so far and this
is noticeable in the classroom as they are provided with new strategies to support them with their
needs.
In addition, we are working towards creating a dedicated area within the school library that includes
books that are based on developing the Social, Emotional and Mental Health of children.
Finally, we have joined the Emotionally Healthy Schools cluster which will enable us to access
consultations with professionals to discuss the current needs of children and how we can support
them with up-to-date practice.
PSHE update by Mrs Thwaites
The main area of work within PSHE is looking at updating the schemes of work to ensure they are in
line with new statutory requirements for 2020. We will also be attending a workshop based on Sex
and Relationships Education this month which advises how to keep current policy and schemes of
work in line with curriculum requirements.
Also, the children have all enjoyed a workshop delivered by Gripping Yarns which taught the
children the importance of internet safety.
SRE update by Mrs McKie
Heather and I attended the ECAPH Workshop on the 6th March with regards to the new SRE policy
that becomes statutory on the 1st September 2020. The morning consisted of a presentation from
Andrew Moffat with regards to the scheme "No Outsiders". This is a charity who have produced a
book and lesson plans for each year group to ensure that the new guidance is easily able to be built
into PHSE plans. It uses picture books to address the issues in a child friendly manner. The new
update of the book is due out at the beginning of April and will be purchased, together with the

relevant picture books, and will be fed into current PHSE plans during Easter. These will be then be
shared with the parents forum to ensure consultation with the relevant parties ready for September.
Pupil Voice – Ethos Group
The children in our Ethos Group are working extremely hard and with great enthusiasm. The main
project has been ‘promoting healthy eating’. They are taking it in turns to lead an assembly, talking
about the nutritional value of fruit.
They are also preparing to play an important role in the new Head Teacher recruitment process and
have already come up with a list of questions they would like answered by the shortlisted
candidates.
Security, Health & Safety & Safeguarding Children:
9.1.2020 Critical Incident Emergency Drill carried out
Note: New blinds have been purchased and installed in Acorn Class, as a result of this drill. It
was found that the internal toilet area was of insufficient size to house all children. The blinds,
when closed, enable the children to stay in the classroom area where they are no longer visible.
30.1.2020 Social Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) Audit carried out
4.2.2020 Year 5 Smokebusters workshop
5.2.2020 Hygiene Audit carried out – recommendations for improvement have been noted and,
where possible, carried out:
* redesign of monitoring records in the school kitchen
* additional wiping down of dinner tables with a sanitiser at the start and end of lunchtime
* decoration of children’s toilet blocks
* hand washing – staff to ensure that children wash their hands regularly
11.2.2020 Internet Safety Day – children took part in lessons about Internet safety.
Years 1 + 2 took part in a workshop entitled ‘Thinking Bubbles’, led by a visiting story-teller, about
internet safety.
Children spoke about feeling more confident in how to use the internet safely
'We were taught to make sure adults know what we are playing on, on our tablets' - Tilly
'You should only have friends on your friend list who you know in real life.' - Luke
Coronovirus Business Continuity Plan created and action taken
Flu Vaccination - The school has been complimented by the NHS on its high uptake of flu
immunisation. 79.8% of children were vaccinated which is higher than the Public Health England
campaign target of 65% and Cheshire East percentage of take up which is 77.2%
Jammin Wildstyle: We are really pleased with the introduction of a new ‘Wake up, Shake up’
morning club, otherwise known as ‘Jammin Wildstyle’, led by Mrs Becky Hodgkinson. Becky is a
parent whose child attends Woodcocks’ Well. She also has a professional background in ‘Dance’.
The sessions, which take place every Monday morning, are currently open to Reception and
Year 6 children – they are great fun and we plan to roll them out to other year groups.
A new intruder alarm has been installed by Matt Ford in the Early Years Building and the main
building

.A new fire alarm has been installed by Eric Charlesworth in the Early Years Building and the
main building.
Hand rails have been installed alongside the steep section of the running track
A new ‘signing in and out’ system i.e. E-Reception Book by Media Base, has been installed in
the Reception area for use by staff and visitors.
New guard rails have been commissioned to be installed at the front of the school by Jacksons’
Fencing. This work is due to take place on 13.4.2020
Attendance
Due to coronavirus and high levels of pupil absence, the attendance percentage will not feature
in this report
Finance
See Finance Minutes 3.3.2020




The carry forward budget has been calculated on 108 children being on roll in Sept 2020
5 children in school have Education Health Care Plans
Earmarked funds
- £2000 spent on Makaton training and Read Write Inc resources
- £8000 roof repair
- £800 IT equipment



2019 2020 Carry forward anticipated to be £64 624

Chester Diocese Bid Application – we have recently been advised that our bid application
for security fencing and an outdoor chair lift has been approved.
PROJECT TITLE
CATEGORY
TOTAL PROJECT COST
SCA
(100% Terms)
£14,490.00

External & Internal Access & Security Improvements
Condition
£28,980.00
ALLOCATION BREAKDOWN
DFC
SALIX
(100% Terms)
£14,490.00

This will mean that your Governors’ 10% contribution for the project will be £2,898.00.

Pupil Premium:
The Pupil Premium is an extra budget in addition to the main school funding, allocated by the
Government for:
o children from low income families who are eligible for free school meals (FSM) and those
who have been eligible within the last six years (Ever 6)
o children who have been looked after continuously for more than six months
o children whose parents are currently working in the armed forces

Overview of the school:
Total number of pupils on role = 111
Total number of pupils eligible for the pupil premium grant (PPG) = 8
Amount of PPG received per pupil on free school meals = £1,320
Amount of PPG received per ‘adopted’ pupil £1,900
Amount of PPG received per ‘looked after’ pupil £1500
Note: An itemised matrix containing the names of the children who are entitled to this additional
funding and how it is being spent, against each child together with an impact statement is under
regular review.
2019/2020 Use of Pupil Premium Funds to date –£14 360.00
Pupil Initials

Intervention

Start date

End
date

Impact

Cost

1.

Non Fiction Reading Books

24/04/2019
Summer
Term

£

40.97

2.
3.

Swimming
Whole School Attachment
Training

£

36.00

April 2019

£

500.00

4.

Residential – Petty Pool

10/6/19

5.

Residential – Edgmond Hall

6.

Chess Club

Sep 19
Summer
Term

7.

RWI Phonics

Sep 19

£1400.00

8.

Teaching Assistants

Spring/Aut

£8000.00

150.00
£

200.00

£

24.00

Sports Funding

Period

Funds
Allocated

Impact of PE Funding:
Usage of Funding

£195 - G Clare – Dance Provision
£252 – Bee Active – Sports Day
£7827 – Balance of the Golden Mile
Deficit carried
£459.13
forward

£537

Increase time children spent engaged in
physical activity during the school day,
every day.
Increase opportunities for daily physical
activity and give the children ownership in
promoting sporting play
Increase time children spent engaged in
physical activity during the school day,
every day.
Children have an area during playtimes for
physical sporting activities. Running circuit
for use training for cross country etc.
Introduce Golden Mile
Sports Equipment - Various

Note: Currently there is a £6 483 deficit following the purchase of the small climbing
frame. We are awaiting the 2nd sports grant funding, which will be released at the start of
the next financial year. This will clear the deficit.
The sports grant is expected to continue.
Staff & Gov Training including Safeguarding Training:
Date
INSET Days:

Name

Training Event

15.1.2020
29.1.2020
24.2.2020
26.2.2020

Teaching Staff

School Display
Reading
Reading Curriculum
Website

26.3.2020
2.4.2020
4.6.2020
18.6.2020
2.7.2020

Writing Moderation
Reading Scheme of Work
Moderating Writing
SIAMS
SIAMS

Gov Training
Days:
5.5.2020
21.5.2020

J McKie

Preventing and Tackling Bullying
Emotionally Healthy Schools

1.12.2019
4.2.2020
17.3.2020
26.3.2020
5.5.2020
21.5.2020

R Winterton

Emotionally Healthy Schools
Effective Complaints Handling
Effective Use of School Visits
Governors Guide to Inspections
Preventing and Tackling Bullying
Emotionally Healthy Schools

Staff Training
Days:
13.1.2020
26.2.2020

J Massen

MSIP Reading
MSIP Subject Leadership

13.1.2020

V Booth

MSIP Reading

7.2.2020
6.3.2020

H Thwaites

SEND Conference
SRE Workshop

20.1.2020
10.2.2020
6.3.2020

J McKie

ELSA training
ELSA training
SRE Workshop

10.3.2020

Mental Health Training and First Aid

31.1.2020
13.3.2020

A Sumner

Numicon
Behaviour Seminar

10.3.2020

A Timmis

Mental Health Training and First Aid

Working with Parents
Parent Evenings: 5th March 2020 + 9th March 2020
Parent Forum
Date

1.202014.1.2020

3.3.2020

Outcomes of meetings:
To Promote Healthy Eating

School provides supporting resources for parents such as the ‘healthy
lunch box’ information sheet

Healthy eating to be covered in class, making use of these resources

‘How to promote healthy eating’ to be included on the Ethos Group
agenda

Superfood information factsheet to be composed, creating a
display….’did you know……’. Ethos group to share a fact a week during worship
time. Ethos group to be involved in making the display materials.
AOB

School tops not claimed by children and parents made available to other
families

Reception children included in After School Craft Club

Meeting closed with an outdoor walkabout; to look at the running track
and climbing frames and to consider how parents can get involved in developing
the school grounds.
Educational Residential Visits + Gardening Club



School to introduce a self funding option i.e. sponsor forms
Gardening Club Ideas discussed

Class News
Class Topics covered this term are:
Blossom Class & Little Acorns
Minibeasts
Olive Class
Australia
Willow Class
Achievers and Inventors
Maple Class
The Tudors
Oak Class
Ancient Greece

Acorn Class News by Mrs Ryles
Acorns have been having a lovely time again this term. Our topic is minibeasts and we have been
learning all about these tiny creatures. We have walked through the school woods looking for them,
we have read books about them and learned all about their different habitats and we now know lots
of different minibeasts that we didn’t know before.
One day, the Bug Lady came to see us and she had some AMAZING minibeasts. We certainly
didn’t see anything like these in our school woods! There were African land snails, enormous
centipedes, beetles that pretended to be dead and a lovely furry tarantula spider called Fluffy. Most
of us were brave enough to hold them and everyone got close enough to have a good look.
Our classroom is full of minibeasts at the moment. We have spiders in their webs looking out of the
windows, worms and snails crawling up the wall and butterflies hanging from the ceiling. We have
a minibeast role play area where we pretend to be insects in the garden in our insect masks, or
scientists looking carefully at minibeasts through our magnifying glasses. We have also made a
wormery so we can watch the worms doing their good work mixing up the soil. We are going to use
this to plant seeds in, once the worms have done all their hard work and we will be able to watch
our vegetables and flowers grow .
In our outdoor area we are making a minibeast hotel so that lots of minibeasts will come to stay
and we can watch them carefully in their habitat. We had to learn exactly what minibeasts like to
have around them so that our hotel attracts them. It is not a bit like a hotel that people stay in.
By the Summer we hope that our flowers and vegetables will be enjoying the sun and we will be
playing in our new outdoor sand pit. We will let you know our Summer news as it happens.
Meanwhile we are going to carry on doing what we do best – learning through play!
Olive Class News by Mrs Paterson
Australia
The children in Olive class have been finding out about Australia. They enjoyed using the atlases
to locate Australia on a map of the world. They learned that Australia is an island and that the
country is split into states. Using a picture map and their knowledge of NSEW the children plotted
some of Australia’s famous landmarks. They also learned about the weather in Australia and
compared it to that of the UK, and made comparisons between their own homes and those of
Cooper Pedy in the Outback.
Art
The Australia topic provided opportunities for some lovely Art work. The children painted
Australian animals and the Uluru (Ayres Rock) in the style of the artist Bronwyn Bancroft. They also
made boomerangs and used their ideas based on Aboriginal dot painting to decorate them.
English
In English the children wrote non-chronological reports about Australian animals.
Science
In Science the focus has been plants. We began the topic by exploring plants growing within the
school grounds and talked about how these plants may change through the spring and summer
months. The children learned that plants can grow from seeds and that different seeds produce
different plants. Planting a bean seed and waiting for it to germinate and grow was exciting for the
children. Every morning they would come in to class and look to see if any changes had occurred.
RE – Y1
Year 1 have enjoyed using role play in their learning this term. After listening to the story ‘A Sad
Day’ from The Lion Storyteller Bible the children retold the story of Adam and Eve being tempted to
eat from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil by acting out the events. They also worked in
groups to act out the Easter Story.

Willow Class news by Mrs Edwards:
This term, the topic for Willow Class has
been ‘Achievers and Inventors’. We began
our topic by exploring different inventions
which have changed how we live today. We
then learnt about significant individuals who
have contributed to history. William
Wilberforce, Amelia Earhart and Neil
Armstrong were a few of the fantastic
achievers that we have learnt about. Willow
Class have thoroughly enjoyed this topic as it
has allowed for a more in-depth look at
heroes from the past and has helped us to
understand why we have certain inventions
today.
The most anticipated class event was
‘Dragons Den’. The children were given a
problem to solve with the end goal of pitching
to the ‘dragons’ (Mrs Edwards, Mrs Stoker
and Mrs Rowley) for an investment. The
children spent an afternoon creating a new
product as part of our ‘inventions’ topic to
solve the problem that they were given and were told to consider how much it would cost/sell for
and how it would address the problem. The following morning was spent considering percentage
shares and profits in preparation for the pitch after break time. All of the children astounded the
dragons with their ideas and quick thinking to answer the questions. It would seem that Willow
Class may produce some future product inventors! The event was thoroughly enjoyed by both the
children and staff involved and it was fantastic to see the children get so involved!
Maple Class Update by Miss Booth
What a busy spring term Maple class have had – they
have been working extremely hard!
Our topic has been The Tudors, and the children have
learnt all about the Tudor history, particularly Henry VIII
and his family; creating a beautiful family tree and a very
detailed timeline.
The children also had the opportunity to try some foods
that both poor and rich Tudor people would typically eat,
including: jelly, soup and dried apples. We also made
‘hardtack’ biscuits,
which were biscuits
made with only flour,
water and butter and
were in fact liked by
lots of children – which was a surprise!
The book we have been focusing on is ‘The Errand’, which
has leant itself beautifully to lots of drama work. Using the

book as a basis, the children have written their own cliff-hanger narratives using features we have
been learning about such as: varied fronted adverbials, speech, expanded noun phrases and semicolons. This has resulted in some beautifully creative writing from all of the children.
Our maths lessons have also been a whirlwind, with lots of new learning. We spent a morning in
the hall finding the perimeter and area of some very difficult compound shapes. Our unit currently
is fractions, decimals and percentages. The children have spent time really challenging
themselves on mild, spicy and hot hot hot challenges to find the links between these three aspects.
In science, we have been researching the development of a baby. The children enjoyed using fruit
to guess the size of babies during their development and what parts of the baby might have grown
or developed at this time in the gestation. The children have also
worked very hard on some detailed graph work, comparing the
gestation period of animals, compared with their life spans. The
line graphs were carefully
drawn and very accurate.
Oak
Class
update
by Mrs
Thwaites
The
children in
Oak class
have been busy
learning
about Ancient
Greece
this term. They
have
learnt about where
Greece is
and what it is like
now, what it was like in the
past, the difference between Athens and Sparta, what daily life was like for the Ancient Greeks,
Ancient Greek beliefs, and Ancient Greek warfare. They have particularly enjoyed creating their
own Greek vases in Art and also putting together a class mosaic of Medusa which they are still
working on at the moment.
In English, the children have been studying the book ‘Shackleton’s Journey’ by William Grill. This
has inspired them to write a setting description of the Weddell Sea and an endurance narrative
based on their favourite part of the story. The children have also enjoyed learning about the history
of Shackleton’s expedition and will be writing a non-chronological
report on Antarctica in the coming weeks.
In Maths, the children have been covering varied topics from the Upper
Key Stage 2 curriculum with Mrs Massen including: statistics, position
and direction, shape to name a few.
Our science unit this term is ‘Great British Scientists’ and the children
have found it fascinating to learn about the lives, works and
discoveries of Sir Isaac Newton, Stephen Hawking, Mary Anning,
Alfred Russel Wallace, Charles Darwin, and Alexander Fleming. They
have learnt about their theories and discoveries, completed related
investigations and are also working on a biography of Stephen
Hawking.

In the other foundation subjects, the children have been developing their
skills in hockey for PE, improving their musical instrument and singing
skills in music, learning about the rooms in a house, clothes and
Valentine’s Day in Spanish and have enjoyed learning about how to stay
safe online in PSHE.
Finally, the children in Oak class thoroughly enjoyed the Minibeast
experience! However, not all of the children were big fans of holding the
insects…

Up and Coming Educational Residential Visits
11.6.2020 – 12.6.2020 Year 3 to Petty Pool - cancelled
30.9.2020 – 2.10.2020 Years 5 + 6 to Conway Residential Centre

Visiting Students:
This term, we were joined by a Year 2 BA student MMU and a Y3 BA student from Edge Hill
University.

PTFA Report by Claire Gidman-Brian
We have had a very busy, productive & profitable year. Not only have we held several very profitable events we have
also recruited several new members.
We are now planning not only this years ‘Woodcocks’ By The Sea’ but a celebration of the 75th Anniversary of VE Day.
Our upcoming spending pledges include the renovation of the pond end, a greenhouse, gardening area with
equipment as well as £5 per child per term.

Julie Massen
Head Teacher
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