Woodcocks’ Well CE Primary School
School Development Report Autumn Term 2019
PART 1
Leadership & Management
Analysis and evaluation of pupil progress and attainment at the end of 2018/2019
carried out. See below:

has been

1) Headline Data 2019 compared with local and national averages
2017/2018

2018/2019

84% 16/19

86% 12/14

Y1 Phonics
Screening
WWell

85% 11/13

81% 13/16

Y2 Phonics Re-sit

60% (3/5)

100% (1/1)

Reception GLD
WWell

Comments
The percentage of children achieving a good level of
development are above the local and national
averages which are 73% and 72%
The 13 children who passed the phonics screening
check have made very good progress in reading
during the year. The remaining 3 children have been
receiving intensive support. The percentage of
children passing the phonics screening pass is in line
with the national average and slightly below the local
average i.e. 82% and 84%

End of Key Stage 1 Teacher Assessment

End of KS1
Reading
WWell
National

End of KS1
Writing
WWell
National

2017/2018
National
Standard:
71% 12/17

2018/2019
National
Standard:
75% 9/12

Greater
Depth:
0%

Greater Depth:
17% 2/12

National
Standard:
71% 12/17

National
Standard:
83% 10/12
Greater Depth:

Comments
We are very pleased to see that 2 children have
reached the ‘greater depth’ standard in reading. This
has been a whole school focus and will continue to be
so.
The percentage of children achieving the national
standard in reading is in line with the local and
national averages (77% + 79%) and slightly below in
achieving greater depth (24% + 25%)

This is a very pleasing outcome with a significant
improvement in writing with one child achieving
greater depth.
The percentage of children achieving the national
standard in writing is above the local and national

End of KS1 Maths
WWell
National

Greater
Depth:
0%

8% 1/12

averages (70% + 69%) and slightly below in
achieving greater depth (11% + 15%)

National
Standard:
77% (13/17)
Greater
Depth:
0%

National
Standard:
83% 10/12
Greater Depth:
25% 3/12

This is a very pleasing outcome with further
improvement in maths evident and 3 children
achieving greater depth.

End of Key Stage 2 Teacher Assessment

End of KS2
Writing – Teacher
Assessment

2017/2018
77% (10/13)
National
Standard
0% GD

End of KS2
Maths
End of KS2
Reading
End of KS2 SATs
SPAG

See SATs results

2018 2019
73% 11/15
National
Standard

The percentage of children achieving the national
standard in maths is above the local and national
averages (both being 76%) and mainly in line in
achieving greater depth (21% + 22%)

End of Key Stage 2 SATs
2017/2018
See teacher assessment

2018 2019

20% 3/15
Greater Depth
92% NS
15% GD

87% (13/15) NS
13% (2/15) GD

77% NS
25% GD
92% NS
46% GD

80% (12/15) NS
47% (7/15) GD
87% (13/15) NS
60% (9/15) GD

Comments:
I am very pleased to see that a very good standard has been maintained in KS2 once again with a greater
percentage of children achieving Greater Depth in reading, writing and SPAG.
The recently released ISDR i.e. Inspection Summary Data Report, which is generated for use by OFSTED, states
that ‘Key stage 2 progress in reading (4.5) is significantly above national and in the

highest 20% of all schools in 2019 as well as in 2018 and 2017’.
Also included in the report is the following
In 2019, 60% of pupils achieved the high standard (110+) in the key stage 2 English
grammar, punctuation and spelling test, significantly above national and in the
highest20% of all schools.
We are very proud of the very high standard that is consistently being achieved.

Summary ASP (Analyse School Performance) Data – Key Stage 1
 Reading attainment data is in line with the local and national averages
 The percentage of children achieving the expected standard in writing and maths is favourable compared to the
local and national averages.
 There is improvement in the percentage of children achieving greater depth in maths compared with 2017/2018.
 Action: Target reading and writing at greater depth
Summary ASP (Analyse School Performance) Data – Key Stage 2
 Attainment in reading, writing and maths combined compares favourably with LA average and national average
data.
 The percentage of children achieving the expected standard or higher 2017-2019 in reading, writing and maths
combined, compares favourably with the LA average and national average data. However, this is not the case for
the percentage of children achieving the higher standard only.
Action: Continue the drive to increase the number of children achieving greater depth
 In reading, 13 out of 15 children made expected rogress with 12 out of 15 children making accelerated progress
 Girls have outperformed boys in SPAG
 Boys can be seen to have made better progress in reading than girls
 Girls can be seen to have better progress in writing than boys.
 Action: Target low attainers in writing and boys to achieve a higher standard
 Progress in maths compares favourably, overall, against the national average. However, girls can be seen to
have made significantly better progress than boys. The percentage of children achieving the expected standard in
maths compares favourably against the average national data.

2) School Development Planning 2019/2020
Key Priority Areas:
The school self evaluation targets listed below will be an integral part of the School Development Plan priorities in
the grid below.
 Target reading and writing at greater depth in KS1
 Continue the drive to increase the number of children achieving greater depth in Key Stage 2
 Target low attainers in writing and boys to achieve a higher standard

English

Key Improvement Priority
1) To improve standards and attainment in spelling across all year groups
2) To encourage a love of reading across the year groups. To enhance
comprehension skills.

3) To enhance vocabulary knowledge and usage to further encourage greater
depth writers.
4) To ensure high quality phonics lessons are delivered daily to pre-school,
reception, year 1 and year 2 children

Maths

Key Improvement
1) Embed the use of the mental maths assessment ladders for all children to
identify gaps in children’s understanding of maths and mathematical skills to
support and accelerate progress

2) To promote children’s good use of mathematical language enabling them to
discuss and explain their work to others

RE

Key Improvement Priority
1) To ensure that the distinctiveness of a church school is evident to visitors, staff
and children
2) To embed new units of work in line with Chester Diocese guidelines and use the
new assessment tools
3) To have a rigorous assessment system in place to successfully track pupil
progress.
4)




SEND

To deepen children’s understanding and experience of collective worship by:
Promoting the school ethos through Acts of Worship
Giving ownership to the children to lead acts of collective worship
Promoting a resilient and positive attitude

Key Improvement Priority
1) To develop a resource bank of effective Dyslexia-friendly interventions
that promotes the progress of children with Dyslexia.

2) To develop a pathway of early identification of SEN for children in the
Early Years.

3) To develop our emotional and mental health practice in the school.
4) To ensure that the receptive vocabulary of children in the EYFS and KS1 is
assessed and where necessary, speech and language interventions are
implemented and SALT referrals are made.

Other Development Areas –

EYFS

Key Improvement Priority:
1) To introduce and embed RWI in the Early Years
2) To develop a love of reading at school and at home, building upon the children’s
vocabulary and their knowledge of the structures of language
3) To ensure high quality of teaching early maths skills

SCIENCE

4) To develop an outdoor environment that enhances learning opportunities
Key Improvement Priority:
1) To encourage children to use new science vocabulary in writing and
speaking.
2) To audit the science resources and ensure that all resources are clearly
labelled.
3) To monitor the teaching of science through learning works.
4) Two days or 1 week will be planned into the curriculum to support writing
in science.
5) To use a robust form of assessment and tracking of science.
6) To plan and timetable 5 forest school days to be delivered during KIT days.
7) To develop a handbook of forest school lessons that teachers can carry out
in the forest school setting.

Maintained School Improvement Partnership:
Cheshire East have launched a new initiative which aims to forge closer working relationships
with maintained schools. There have been several meetings at which schools discussed their
priorities. The 2 key areas for improvement, agreed by the schools, are improving chidlren’s
reading skills (including developing oracy skills) and developing staff subject leadership roles.

3) Performance Management
All teachers, including the head teacher, have had their performance management targets

successfully reviewed and new targets set for 2019/2020. See Part II

5) Staffing Organisation 2019/2020
Changes to staff contracts are detailed in Part II
Head Teacher: Mrs Massen
Assistant Head Teacher: Miss Booth

Class

Teaching Staff

Teaching Staff

Teaching Staff

Yr Group

Autumn Term

Spring Term

Summer Term

2019

2020

2020

Teacher - Mrs Ryles
Teaching Assistants:
Mrs Horton
Ms Sumner
Teacher - Mrs Philips
Teaching Assistants
Mrs Paterson
Ms Turner
Teacher - Mrs Edwards
Teaching Assistants
Mrs Stoker
Mrs Rowley

Teacher - Mrs Ryles
Teaching Assistants:
Mrs Horton
Ms Sumner
Teacher - Mrs Paterson +
Miss Sharples
Teaching Assistant
Ms Turner
Teacher - Mrs Edwards
Teaching Assistants
Mrs Stoker
Mrs Rowley

Teacher - Mrs Ryles
Teaching Assistants:
Ms Sumner
Vacancy
Teacher - Mrs Paterson
Teaching Assistant
Ms Turner
Mrs Horton
Teacher - Mrs Edwards
Teaching Assistants
Mrs Stoker
Mrs Rowley

Maple
Years 4 + 5

Teacher - Miss Booth
Teaching Assistant
Mrs Stanaway

Teacher - Miss Booth
Teaching Assistant
Mrs Stanaway

Teacher – vacancy
Teaching Assistant
Mrs Stanaway

Oak
Years 5 + 6

Miss Darlington
Note: Mrs Massen
supports the teaching
of maths
Teaching Assistant
Mrs Stanley

Miss Darlington
Note: Mrs Massen
supports the teaching of
maths
Teaching Assistant
Mrs Stanley

Miss Darlington
Note: Mrs Massen
supports the teaching of
maths
Teaching Assistant
Mrs Stanley

Acorn
Reception
Olive
Year 1 + 2
Willow
Years
2 + 3 +4

6) Premises
What has been achieved so far this term:
 Running track completed. We are still awaiting hand rails to be installed alongside a short steep strip of the
track

 The second smaller climbing frame and base, for use by Years 1,2 and 3, has been installed





Mesh palettes have been laid over the gravel alongside the Early Years Building.
Waste bin area has been finished off and the bins are housed outside the school gates.
Overgrown shrubs on the higher ground are being cleared, improving visibility during

playtimes

Premises - Priorities for 2019 2020

Actions

To create a library area in addition to
the teaching area on the mezzanine

Purchase furniture and expand the provision of library
books etc, developing the use of the area by children
–
Target completion time = end of Summer Term 2020

Glass Roof

Glass Roof over the ‘red steps’ to be replaced
together with 3 new exterior doors
Target completion time = End of Spring Term 2020

Re-design the pond area

Installation of additional fencing to
improve the security of the school
grounds

Plans are in place to re-build the pond and fencing
and to introduce a dipping platform
Target completion time = 2020/2021
Quotations have been received and submitted to the
Diocese for Capital funding.

7) Health + Safety
The new waste bin shed has served to improve the security of the school grounds during waste collection
days i.e. the school gates can now be locked at the start of the school day without need to open them for
waste collection
Nurse Sarah Picken led whole staff epipen refresher training on Monday 30th September
Following a critical incident alert, resulting from the sighting of a male figure near the school boundary
during lunch time play, several actions followed to further safeguard children’s safety:
 Critical Incident Policy reviewed and shared with all staff and governors
 CCTV is currently being installed
 Walkie Talkies are in use, providing a communication link with the main school building and Early
Years building, at playtimes and during outdoor lesson times.
 Fencing companies have visited the school to measure up and provide quotations for 3 main
fencing areas (We are awaiting the outcome of a Capital Bid application made to the Diocese which
will be made known in February 2020).

October Safety Week:




Children in Acorn and Olive Classes participated in a ‘~Stay Safe With Thomas’ ‘live read’ on Wed
2nd October.
On 25th September 2019 PCSO Matthew Steele worked with our Road Safety Officers to lead a
Road Safety Assembly.
Year 5 children attended a 2 day Bikeability training programme, this term.

8) Finance
Pupil Premium:
The Pupil Premium is an extra budget in addition to the main school funding, allocated by the
Government for:
 children from low income families who are eligible for free school meals (FSM) and those who have
been eligible within the last six years (Ever 6)
 children who have been looked after continuously for more than six months
 children whose parents are currently working in the armed forces
Overview of the school:
Total number of pupils on role = 107
Total number of pupils eligible for the pupil premium grant (PPG) = 8
2018/2019 Pupil Premium Funding allocated to school £19 995.00
The funding is used in different ways to benefit the children. In addition to providing classroom
support, it helps to fund resources i.e. reading books for the children, curriculum activities such as
swimming and educational visits, staff training (which serves to support pupil premium children with
special educational needs) and access to after school clubs.

How the 2018/2019 funds have been used:
How the funds will
be used to benefit
the children
2018/2019 Total
Ever 6 Pupil
Premium
2018/2019 Pupil
Premium Plus CE
2018/2019 Pupil
Premium Plus Staffs

Pupil Premium Expenditure to
Fund
Date
Allocation
£19 995.00
£10 560.00
£313.50
£876.95
£18769.55
£6 900.00
All Committed
£2 535.00

All Committed

Usage

Education Visits and Residentials
Resources
TA & Nurture
Committed funds used to provide
additional support with literacy,
numeracy and other curriculum areas.
Case Studies are being kept to plan for
provision and measure impact on pupil
progress

Pupil Initials

Intervention

Start date

1.

Non Fiction Reading Books

2.
3.

Swimming
Whole School Attachment
Training

4.

Residential – Petty Pool

10/6/19

5.

Residential – Edgmond Hall

6.

Chess Club

Sep 19
Summer
Term

7.

RWI Phonics

8.

Teaching Assistants

End
date

Impact

24/04/2019
Summer
Term

£

40.97

£

36.00

April 2019

£

500.00
150.00

24.00

£8000.00

2019-20

2020-21

2021-22

8
1,320

7
1,320

7
1,320

10,560

9,240

9,240

1

1

0

2300

2300

2300

2,300

2,300

0

Pupil Premium within LA - account
87172

12,860

11,540

9,240

OLA LAC Pupil Premium - account
81132

1,500

500

0

14,360

12,040

9,240

Total Pupil Premium Funding

£

Spring/Aut
Forecast

Total Post LAC Pupil Premium

200.00

£1400.00

Forecast

Total FSM Pupil Premium
Pupil Premium Post-LAC
Value Per Pupil (£)

£

Sep 19

Forecast

FSM Pupils (R to Year 6)
Value Per Pupil (£) (R to Year 6)

Cost

2019/2020 Use of Pupil Premium Funds to date
Sports Funding Budget Figures:

Period

2018/19

Funds
Allocated

£16,910

Usage of Funding

£14500 – PFD – Outdoor Lower Junior
Playground – Reason for deficit

Impact of PE Funding:

Increase time children spent engaged in
physical activity during the school day,
every day.

Increase time children spent engaged in
physical activity during the school day,
every day.
£195 - G Clare – Dance Provision
£252 – Bee Active – Sports Day
£7827 – Balance of the Golden Mile

Deficit
carried

£459.13

Increase opportunities for daily physical
activity and give the children ownership
in promoting sporting play
Increase time children spent engaged in
physical activity during the school day,
every day.

forward

£537

Children have an area during playtimes
for physical sporting activities. Running
circuit for use training for cross country
etc. Introduce Golden Mile
Sports Equipment - Various

9) Cheshire East - School Categorisation = Universal
i.e. Schools where pupil achievements are consistently good, pupils are safe, long term financial
management is addressed and where there is limited evidence of vulnerability.

What is going well?
School Improvement

SCIES

Finance
Early Help

KS1 and KS2 RWM at expected
standard is in line with national.
Progress at KS2 in all areas is
above national.
The school engages with the
Safeguarding Children in
Education Settings (SCiES) team;
they seek advice and support and
engage with available training.
The school has a balanced budget
for the current year.
Have been proactive in accepting
support around a current and
new Early Help Assessment from
the locality support officer role.

Audit

Health & Safety

Admissions and Exclusions

Alerts and Actions

"Limited Assurance" report was
issued to School in March 2019.
The School needs to ensure
outstanding actions are
implemented by agreed target
dates and evidence provided to
Internal Audit.
Provides a good health and safety
environment for the pupils.

The school is a popular school
with parents.

Legionella, fire warden and risk
assessment training needed. Lack
of working at height risk
assessment needs to be in place
as soon as possible.

10)

Staff Training Log
28/11/2019

Julie Massen

DSL Cluester Meeting
Signs of Safety

10/10/2019

Victoria Booth

Precision Teaching

11/11/2019

Brenda Paterson

Precision Teaching
RWI Phonics
Yr1&2 Improving Outcomes in Reading and Writing
Crack the Phonics Screening Check

12/11/2019
22/10/2019
17/10/2019
03/10/2019

Laura Nutty

Precision Teaching

11/11/2019

Alice Rigby

Precision Teaching

11/11/2019

Kerrie Ryles

Precision Teaching

11/11/2019

Ruth Stoker

Precision Teaching

12/11/2019

Janet Horton

Precision Teaching
Makaton

12/11/2019
22/11/2019

Karen Rowley

Precision Teaching

12/11/2019

Johanne Mckie

Precision Teaching
Makaton
ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) 12
Sessions

12/11/2019
22/11/2019
30/09/2019

Francene Stanaway Precision Teaching

12/11/2019

Victoria Turner

Precision Teaching

12/11/2019

Amy Sumner

Makaton

05/09/2019

11)

Working With Parents
 Year Group ‘Welcome Meetings’ and Parent Evenings have taken place this term. The turn out has been
very poor and I recommend that we rethink how we engage with parents at the start of the academic year.
 There have been 2 Parent Forum meetings so far this half term. The outcomes of the meetings are as
follows:
- Family Yoga after school club to be trialled, led by parent and yoga teacher; Julie Cosgrove
-

Mad Science Assembly organized to take place this term. It is hoped that there

will be sufficient take up to enable a ‘Mad Science After School Club’ to commence
after the Christmas break.
 Parents expressed an interest in assisting with work in the school grounds and setting up a working party
next term.

‘Little Athletes’ are in discussion with the school and looking at setting up an after school club

12)

CECP
 Castle PS have now become members of the CECP
 Play Therapy support continues to be provided by Cheshire Play Therapy
 Counselling previously provided by VISYON has been replaced by SWANS.
SWANS take a proactive approach to strengthening children’s awareness of their well being, offering
services on a 1:1 basis and working with small groups of children
 The Congleton Town Joint INSET day took place on Monday 4th November 2019. During the morning
session, key speaker; Tom Bennett, discussed pupil behavior management. Staff were invited to return to
school, during the afternoon.
 Miss Booth and Mrs Thwaites completed a 2 day ‘Coaching’ course during the Summer Term, provided
by the CECP.
 Mrs Ryles attended a CECP EYFS cluster meeting this term. The following items were discussed:

-

Mossley discussed their experience of Ofsted Deep Dive in the EYFS.
EYFS Moderation focus is Literacy and PSED
Schools discussed maths schemes that they use
Schools agreed that Writing ELG was hard to achieve and therefore cause for children not
achieving GLD.
 Mrs Thwaites attends the termly CECP SEN cluster meetings, dependent on the school’s ability to
provide class cover.
 We have expressed interest in a forthcoming ‘safer handling’ course.

The Curriculum
The ‘Educational Residential Visit’ arrangements have been reviewed and the framework below
drawn up for the benefit of:
- providing experiences for the children, of different year groups, which have breadth, are well
balanced and build on prior experiences.
Year
Group(s)

Year A +
Month

Year B

3

Petty Pool Northwich (1 night) – June

4

Edgmond Hall Centre for Outdoor Learning, Newport (2 nights 3 days) – March/April

5+6

Conway
Centre
Anglesey
(2 nights 3
days)
September /
Oct

Robin Wood

Maes-y-Nant Wrexham
(2 nights 3 days)
September / Oct

Class Topics:
Class

Autumn Term

Spring Term

Summer Term

Acorn

Arctic Explorers

Mini-Beasts

Ocean Commotion

Olive

People who help us

Australia

Into the Woods

from the past.

Willow

Pre-historic Britain

Great Explorers

We are Britain

Maple

The Victorians

The Tudors

India

Oak

Rebuilding Britain

Ancient Greeks

South America

English & PE updates (Miss Booth)
English Update
Throughout the Autumn Term we have made some very significant changes to the way in which we
teach both phonics and spelling at Woodcocks’ Well. We have introduced the ‘Read Write Inc.’ spelling
and phonics scheme across all years.
Previously we had been using ‘Letters and Sounds’ and ‘Jolly Phonics’ to teach phonics and ‘Babcock No Nonsense Spelling’ to teach spelling. However, spelling results weren’t improving by the amount that
we would have liked to see and it was evident in children’s writing that this was an area where
improvement was needed.
Our school improvement partner, Mary Hennessy-Jones recommended the spelling element of the
English programme ‘Read, Write, Inc’, noting it to be very effective. Towards the end of the Summer
Term, myself, Mrs Massen and Mrs McKie visited Scholar Green Primary School, where the programme
had already been fully implemented. We were able to watch the lessons being taught as well ask their
English lead questions we had. Upon reflection, we were confident that this scheme would make the
improvements to spelling that we needed.
Initially, it was planned that RWI would be implemented only into Reception and year 1 and then fed
out across the school. However, taking into account the time frame this would take to move through the
school, we made the decision to implement it into all year groups in September. All necessary resources
were purchased and given out to staff and a meeting was held, firstly with those classes who would be
teaching phonics and then with classes teaching spelling.
All teachers, teaching spelling have been given lesson crib sheets as well as copies of the spelling
handbooks. Children were assessed using the RWI spelling assessment at the start of September and
then grouped accordingly – taking into account that all years hadn’t completed the RWI lesson scheme
in previous years, therefore gaps maybe evident. In order to fill these gaps, teachers have been asked to
complete stand-alone whole class lessons, or arrange interventions with Mrs McKie for children with
larger gaps.
Throughout the course of the Autumn Term, almost all teachers and teaching assistants have been given
the opportunity to visit Scholar Green and observe their year groups spelling or phonics lesson to gain
further ideas and guidance on how the scheme should be run. Feedback from all staff teaching RWI
spelling so far has been very good, as has feedback from the children.
My next steps are to focus on the RWI phonics as larger changes have been made here and teachers
have required the Autumn Term to learn the new rhymes and handwriting instructions when teaching.
Drama has also continued during the Autumn Term. Ms Warrilow has worked on Maple Class, where the
children have focused on their class book ‘The Promise’. The children have worked together to look at
how scripts are written and write and edit their own script, which they can then act out. Ms Warrilow
has also worked with Willow Class, focusing on their class book ‘Into the Forest’ and using this to act out
other fairy tales.

PE update (Miss Booth)
Earlier in the year we made the decision to bring the teaching of PE back in house and allow teachers to
implement the super CPD they have received from Bee Active over the past few years. Teachers are
using our long term plan, which uses plans from Tops Cards and PEplanning.com as a base.
Oak and Maple’s PE focuses this term have been football. Willow Class have been working on their balls
skills and how to apply these to invasion games, including tag-rugby. OIive Class have been working on
ball skills and rugby skills, with a focus on team games and working together.
We have also welcomed a new football coach, Mr Sawley, who is the father of one of our year two
children. Mr Sawley has kindly volunteered to teach two football clubs each week, one where he will
work with year 2 and 3 children and the other where he will work with year 4, 5 and 6 children. Mr
Sawley has already hit the ground running and has really been supporting the children in perfecting
their skills and tactics. Children in year 4, 5 and 6 took part in the annual Datastore Cup last week.
Whilst we didn’t win the tournament, the children played in 6 matches and showed that they were
already taking on board new skills they had learnt.

Maths Update (Mrs Massen)
All children are now being screened using the ‘maths ladders’ which provides the means of identifying any
gaps in the children’s mathematical skills.
In readiness for the Year 4 times tables screening assessment, all Year 4 children are given 3 minutes each day
to practice their tables using the website timestables.co.uk and ipads. Last year, the children struggled to
physically input their answers using a computer. This year, we are teaching the children the computer skills so
that they can respond quickly and accurately. In addition, precision teaching is being used to teach tables skills
etc.
Mathletics continues to be popular with children. There are a small number of families who prefer to use nondevice options for maths homework. These preferences have been taken on board and are being catered for.
Emphasis is being placed on developing the children’s use of mathematical language throughout the school.
Importance is being placed on this during maths lessons learning walks.

Computing Update (Mrs Edwards)
Mrs Edwards is looking into different Long Term Plans for Computing to find one suitable for the children at
Woodcocks’ Well. The Long Term Plan for Years 1 – 6 will be a combination of different ideas that focus on
building digital literacy and computer science skills as well as E-safety. EYFS will have a plan that covers the
Reception goals for technology.
The whole school are taking part in the ‘Hour of Code’ between the 9th December to the 13th December to
promote coding and join in with an international challenge. All over the world, children in schools will be
coding between these dates on Code.org to promote Computer Science. Mrs Edwards will be introducing this
with an Assembly on 9th December to promote the challenge and explain how the week will work. For every
afternoon in the week, a different class will have use of the iPads to complete the ‘Hour of Code’ challenges
suitable for their year group. After this week, children will have assigned logins so that Code.org can be used
in the future to practice coding.

RE - Worship Time
This term, a new online resource ‘HeartSmart’ has been introduced across the school. The lessons are proving
to be very popular with the children. HeartSmart is a new approach that primary schools use to build
character, emotional health and resilience in children.
The worship time weekly plans have been reviewed and revised. The main changes are:
Monday – ‘Key Stage’ worship time using materials recommended by the Diocese
Tuesday – Split Key Stage worship time into:
-

Worship time with Reverend Philip Atkinson
Celebration Assembly

The key stage alternate each week.
Wednesday – HeartSmart
Thursday – Bible Studies with Mrs Winterton (Key Stage 2) and Mr Shenton (Key Stage 1)
Friday – Songs of Praise

RE Update (Mrs Edwards)
Before summer break, there was a joint staff and governor meeting where the school ethos was discussed in
detail. The ethos was agreed and clear links were made between the ethos and ‘the fruits of the spirit’. It was
decided that teachers would display the ethos in classrooms so that the children know how the ethos links to
daily school activities.
Heartsmart has been introduced to the children and this is promoting a positive attitude in school with links to
RE. Every Wednesday, the children remain in their classrooms for a Heartsmart assembly and talk about
various topics including how to be kind to others and how to show gratitude. For every Heartsmart assembly,
there is also a bible reference to discuss with the children which links to the topic of the assembly. The
children really enjoy these assemblies and they are starting to see the links between their behaviour and how to
be a Heartsmart child.
Understanding Christianity has now been embedded with the Chester Diocese plans and teachers know how to
implement the new units. The ‘digging deeper’ units are used to develop the ideas of the children who are
showing evidence of a greater understanding of RE concepts. The Chester Diocese plans are followed
wherever there is not an Understanding Christianity unit available or a suitable unit for the year group.
An assessment grid has been created to show the progress of the children over their time at school. There are
EYFS, Key Stage 1, Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key Stage 2 grids to follow and these are to be completed
as the year progresses. It has been agreed with the teachers that the grids will be completed twice a half term
when small unit assessments are completed. Children will now be completing class work in a big book and
some individual pieces of work in RE books to highlight the process of learning. End of unit assessments will
also be completed in books.

Mrs Edwards has been attending the RE Cluster meetings that have been taking place since last Spring. These
are a good opportunity to talk to other RE leaders and discuss any thoughts or queries about RE at
Woodcocks’ Well. The next RE Cluster meeting will be taking place at Woodcocks’ Well in February. Mrs
Edwards will also be attending an RE and SIAMS training course later in the year as well as Philosophy for
Children (P4C) training. P4C is very popular in other church schools for use in RE lessons as it promotes
discussion and encourages children to ‘think out of the box’.

SEN Update (Mrs Thwaites)
This term, the focus of SEN has been to complete the annual reviews of those children with EHCPs. There are
currently 7 children in the school with complex needs, who require annual reviews. This is a percentage of
6.5% of those children on the school roll.
We have also increased the amount of Speech and Language Therapy referrals that we are making as we are
picking up possible issues earlier due to the fact that we are now screening children for their receptive
vocabulary ability when they enter reception and as they move through the school. This has had a very
positive impact on the progress of those children with speech and language differences as we have a built a
strong working relationship with the therapists, who feedback their strategies and action plans, which we are
then able to feed into our intervention plans.
This term has also seen 4 members of staff being fully trained, to a beginner level, in Makaton to enable us to
fully communicate with a child in reception, who has Down’s Syndrome. We have also purchased resources to
ensure that the school becomes more ‘Makaton’ friendly. This is something we would like to work towards.
Mrs Thwaites has delivered a ‘Dyslexia Awareness’ assembly to ensure that all children fully understand that
Dyslexia is a learning difference and not a learning difficulty. The goal of this assembly was also support
those children with Dyslexia (4.7% of children in KS2) to understand it fully and be proud of their learning
difference and what they can achieve with their intelligence.
Mrs McKie has also started her ELSA training (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant). This is a role that
focusses on delivering planned programmes of support to increase the emotional literacy skills of the children
and young people in the school. This will be particularly beneficial to the children with Autism. However, it
also covers a range of needs including: emotional awareness, self-esteem, managing difficult emotions, social
and friendship skills, social communication difficulties, loss, bereavement, and family separation. When Mrs
McKie has completed the six training and six consultation sessions, she will be fully accredited for the role.
Finally, Mrs McKie has also continued to run her successful nurture group. The KS1 group are working on
friendship and social skills with an objective to improve the behaviour of younger children, who may struggle
with this. The KS2 children have been working on transition to prepare them for their next school setting.

PSHE Update (Mrs Thwaites)
This term, the children across the school have looked into rail safety. The KS1 children have taken part in an
online story-telling event where Thomas the Tank Engine was teaching them how to stay safe around
railways! The KS2 children accessed a video and session based upon the same theme that was provided by
National Rail.
Gripping Yarns have also visited the school to deliver a drama workshop, which was based on internet safety
for the KS2 children. There will be a KS1 workshop later in the year.

We also invited Lucinda Hodges into school who works for Cheshire East Waste Management Service. She
shared a composting assembly with the children to share the importance of composting within the home and
how the Junior Recycling Monitors can help with his.
The local PCSOs also visited the school to deliver a road safety session for KS2 children to encourage
children to be aware of safety near to roads. The children were also involved in designed a road safety banner
for a competition.
Science Update (Mrs Philips)
Staff have now started using the snap science assessment format for each unit that they teach. The outcomes of
the assessments will be put onto the science tracking grids so that science attainment can be tracked across the
school.
We have now had a focus on writing in science over the past couple of years and staff and the scientific
writing outcomes are developing. School wide events such as British science week are planned yearly, these
allow us to focus on writing in science as well as celebrating science as a whole school.
Forest School Update (Mrs Philips)
I have now completed the forest school portfolio – this was an extensive piece of coursework to show my
forest school practice and development. The portfolio is yet to be marked and graded before I become a fully
qualified forest school leader.
The forest school site has now been completed and the forest school shelter has been built. The site still needs
clearing and maintaining in some areas. 6 sessions of forest schools has been completed with 2018/19 year 2
class. We toasted marshmallows, build small dens and played lots of games. Our activities helped to build
self-esteem and problem solving.

Art Update provided by Mrs Rowley



Congratulations to Hollie Scott who was awarded ‘Woodcocks’ Well Winner’ for her piece of artwork
based on ‘My Favouite Things’ and also to runner up Daisy Andrews.
Art lessons this term, led by Mrs Rowley, are focussing on:
Stone Age Cave Paintings
– Willow Class




Victoria Art; William Morris
Pop Art; Andy Warhol

– Maple Class
– Oak Class

Music
We are delighted to welcome Mr Brian Chell who has replaced peripatetic guitar teacher Mr Jay
Stannard.
Mrs Brown continues to provide quality music lessons for children of all ages, each week.

Class News
Acorn Class News (Mrs Ryles)
Acorn class have had a super start to our first term at Woodcock’s Well. We have all settled in really well and
even those of us who were a little bit worried at the beginning were soon coming into school with a smile!
We have been learning our phonic sounds using the new Read Write Inc scheme and we are particularly good
at remembering the rhymes that help us to form our letters. This means that lots of us are beginning to write
simple words already.
We are also learning about numbers, what they mean, how to write them and how to count things carefully.
We have learned new words like addition and subtraction and we love to have a go ourselves even without a
grown up to help.
This term we have been learning all about the Arctic Circle and we have loved it. We have a role play area
where we pretend to be Arctic scientists finding out as much as we can about the location or pretend to be
Innuit hunters in our igloo going ice fishing.
In our Science lessons we have been learning all about ice and its properties. We have made ice balloons and
rescued our toy animals which were trapped in the ice (how did we get them out do you think and which
method was the fastest?)
We have also learned a lot about British traditions. We know why Bonfire Night happens and made a poppy
wreath to remember people who have died in wars. We loved joining in with the Harvest Service and showed
off our Makaton sign language skills as we signed along with our song.
As well as learning Makaton we have been learning French. We can say hello and goodbye, have learned
some numbers and colours and even some French songs.
Mrs Massen has bought us a new sand pit for the outside area and some new outdoor equipment so that we can
enjoy our learning in the outdoors. We have also been on Autumn walks and learned a lot about how the
seasons change.
Last, but certainly not least, we have been learning how to be a good friend, how to help each other and how to
be respectful and thankful members of the Woodcock’s Well community.

Olive Class News (Mrs Philips)
Olive class have had a very busy start to the year. It has been a very big change for our
little year 1’s, coming down from the early years building into the main school. We have
worked very hard on building confidence and getting used to the routines and
expectations of year 1/2 and being in the main building. At the beginning of the year we
talked about how we are all different and good at different things – this led us to decorating biscuits with our
faces to look at how we were all completely different.
Year 1 started the year learning all about traditional tales – they studied little
red riding hood and jack and the beanstalk and completed writing activities
based on these. Year 2 focussed on ‘Where the Wild
Things Are’ and wrote a story and a non-chronological
report about Wild things.
Our topic this term has been ‘people who have helped
us from the past’. We started the term learning about
Florence Nightingale and learnt all about how she helped the soldiers in the Crimean
War, we also learnt about how her work still helps us today. Whilst we were learning
about her work, we looked at how our germs spread. I put hand cream and glitter on
half of the children in the class before letting them have a 15-minute play. After just 15 minutes we looked at
how far the glitter had spread around the classroom. The children were amazed to find out that the glitter had
found itself all over children that weren’t initially infected with glitter.
Willow Class News (Mrs Edwards)
This term, Willow Class have been learning about ‘Prehistoric Britain’. We have looked very closely at the
Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age and have discussed key differences between Prehistoric Britain and
Britain today. We really enjoyed learning about the Stone Age and particularly enjoyed creating our own cave
art! We now know what life was like during the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age.
We have also been learning about the important job that archaeologists have in helping us to learn more about
the past. We really enjoyed being archaeologists for an afternoon and we think that we would all make super
archaeologists in the future!

Maple Class News (Miss Booth)
Well what a busy term Maple Class have had. The children have thrown themselves into their topic, The
Victorians and have particularly enjoyed seeing the differences in day to day life in our present day compared
to the Victorian Era.
During the topic we have focused on The Industrial Revolution, religion during the Victorian era, The British
Empire, leisure time and education and the life of Queen Victoria. The children have created some beautiful
work in the form of non-chronological reports and booklets about Queen Victoria.
Mrs Rowley has worked with the children on their art topic this term and once again some gorgeous work has
been produced. The children have learnt about William Morris and created similar artwork by focusing on a
specific area of a pattern. They have more recently learnt about the art of decoupage and put their hand to this
skill in lessons.

In English, we have been working to one of our Literacy Counts units and our class book has been ‘The
Promise’ by Nicola Davies. The children have really focused on the gorgeous imagery in the book and have
used this to create their own poems. We also wrote setting descriptions of the dark and moody city in ‘The
Promise’. Our current focus is on newspaper reports.
The children have worked extremely hard in their maths this term – specifically
in their mental maths skills. The children have been working really hard on their
times tables recall and are enjoying moving around our race-track in class. We
have worked hard on place-value this term, Roman numerals and have just begun
our new topic of perimeter and area – including tricky composite shapes with
missing lengths! During the past week the whole school have taken part in a
nation-wide Mathletics competition and Maple Class have particularly loved
competing against Oak Class for the most points!
Our science topic this term has been, ‘States of Matter’ and this topic has
leant itself particularly well to investigations. The children have planned
and carried out their own experiments, including deciphering how best to
separate a number of materials e.g. rice and paperclips, flour and raisins
and sand and water.
Within R.E the children have focused on two different gospels ‘Healing the
Centurion’s Servant’ and ‘Feeding the 5000’. We spent lots of time
discussing how these stories showed Good News and how Christians
continue to use these stories as guidance in their behaviour today.
On top of our day to day lessons the children in Maple Class also took part in and thoroughly enjoyed
Parliament and Anti-Bullying Week. During the week the children learnt all about Emily Davison and
Emeline Pankhurst. The lesson had to be hugely extended as everyone was so passionate in their thoughts
about The Suffragettes and had lots to say. The children developed some very informative posters all about
these two important ladies in history. Later in the week, Maple Class used the book ‘The BFG’ to see how
bullies might behave and how children might behave in return to stop themselves or others being bullied. We
were able to link this learning to what we have been learning about in our ‘Heart Smart’ assemblies, which is
how to keep our hearts protected.

Oak Class News (Mrs Thwaites)
This term, the children have been enjoying their history topic,
‘Rebuilding Britain since 1945’. Oak class have found it very
interesting to learn about how Britain recovered post World War 2.
They have studied: post-war architecture and town design, the
Labour Party’s campaign for change, the creation of the NHS, the
change to the British Empire and the positive impact of migration
from Caribbean countries to Britain.
The children have also been studying WW1 during English as part of
our ‘Remembrance Day’ unit. They have been writing nonchronological reports that detail the life of a WW1 soldier in the
trenches. Oak class were also very lucky to be visited by Mr Doughty from Congleton Museum. The children
learnt about the impact of the war on their own area and local heroes. They particularly enjoyed handling real
artefacts and discussing these with their peers.
The children have been working hard in maths to improve their arithmetic skills by using the four operations
to work with fractions, decimals, percentages and whole numbers. They have also been learning about ratio
and algebra.
Oak class have been material investigators in science. They have been working for a recycling company to
determine whether different materials should be recycled or re-used. They then suggested possible re-uses for
the materials and are currently investigating the best material to keep hot drinks warm throughout the day!
In PE lessons, Oak class have been developing their football skills, with a particular focus on attacking ability
and team work. It is safe to say that many of these games become quite competitive!
During PSHE, the year 5 and 6 children have been learning about body
confidence and feeling comfortable as they are. They have discussed
appearance ideals and how this can impact on their own mental health.
Oak class have also found Parliament Week very engaging as they found out
about the Magna Carta and how this impacted upon the current laws that are
in place today. They looked at the United Nations Convention for the Rights
of the Child and discovered what their rights
are – this led to many debates!
RE lessons have been based upon the different metaphors that we use to
describe Jesus. We have looked into Jesus being the light of the world, Jesus as
the shepherd and Jesus as the true vine. The children have liked discussing
what this means in detail and also what this means for us today.
In Music lessons, the children have been continuing to learn how to play the
various instruments (saxophones, flutes and clarinets). They have also been
preparing a class song to share with others.

Perhaps the most exciting event this term has been the Rose Queen’s Great
Teacher Bake Off! The Rose Queen and her attendants thoroughly enjoyed
sampling lots of different cakes and judging them based on decoration,
flavour and even consistency! They raised a total of £115 which they were
very proud of. Well done to Mrs Phillips who won overall with a lovely
chocolate cake!

Residential Trip to Edgmond Hall
Of course we must also cast our minds right
back the start of the Autumn Term when
year 4, 5 and 6 visited Edgmond Hall. The
children and teachers had a fantastic three
days taking part in all sorts of activities, such
as; climbing The Wrekin, fencing, pond
dipping, orienteering, photography of nature
and archery. The children were also able to
feed the chickens and the goats (Tinsel and
Holly) and get stuck into nature for a few
days. The food was also rather yummy too!
After our visit, we invited the mums and
dads in to hear all about our trip and to see
our amazing photos too.

Church + Community Links:
20.9.2019
19.10.2019

November 2019
22.10.2019
22.10.2019
14.11.2019

Jeans for Genes Fundraising Day
Eliot Heath and Bay Clowes-Wilson took part, with their families, in this
event; helping to plant Congleton Town Centre Summer tubs.
We are very grateful to the local Rotary Clubs who have worked together to
provide a special chair for a pupil in school.
Harvest Service in St Luke’s Church. Harvest gifts were collected by
Kidsgrove Salvation Army for distribution to local families
Rose Queen charity event; ‘Teacher Bake Off’.
Evacuee Experience – Vernon PS

PTA Update(Chair – Mrs Gidman-Brian)
We have had an extremely busy few months planning & fundraising.Since our summer fair we have held
2 discos in school which have both raised over £200 each. We also had more parental volunteers
involved in these events.

Mrs Massen

November 2019

